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.march of the previous days through rain, mud, and streams, were unable to keep up with the army and had taken refuge in this place. For forty-eight hours they had lived on raw barley. Most of the women and children were good-looking, in spite of the muddy rags in which they were clad. They flocked round the Emperor, who was touched by their misery and gave them lodging and food in the town; sending a flag •of truce to let the English general know that when the weather permitted they would be sent back to him.
Marshal Soult came up with the enemy in the mountains •of Leon and beat his rear-guard at Villafranca, where we lost General   Colbert and   his  aide-de-camp  Latour-Maubourg. 'The English army reached the port of Corunna after a hasty inarch,  but  a  terrible  storm   made  its   embarkation very •difficult, and it was compelled to give battle to Marshal Soult's troops who were close on its heels.    The commander-in-chief, Sir John Moore, was killed, and his army only succeeded in reaching its vessels after immense loss.1    This event, which the French at first regarded as' an advantage, turned out unlucky, for General Moore was replaced by Wellington, who afterwards did us so much harm.
At Astorga my brother, who was on Berthier's staff, was •captured by guerrillas when on his way to Madrid with despatches. I shall have more to say about this.
While Soult was pursuing the retreating enemy towards Oorunna, the Emperor, accompanied by Marshal Lannes, went back to Valladolid to get on the road to Prance. He stayed two days in that town, ordering Lannes to go and take •command of the two corps which were besieging Saragossa, .and after taking that place to rejoin him at Paris. But before leaving us, the Emperor, wishing to show his satisfaction with Lannes' staff, invited the marshal to hand in .a scheme of recommendations for promotion with regard to his officers. I was entered for the rank of major and quite expected to sret it, especiallv when I heard that the marshalof France to agree to this exchange, and, consequently, declined it.
